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At a press conference on Monday morning, former Finance Minister Hernan Buchi announced
that he will not run for the presidency, despite the support of 190,000 persons who signed a
petition for his candidacy. He said, "I am not a politician. I have never had the ambition of being
president of Chile." Many rightist politicians were disappointed. Sebastian Pinera, who headed
the team for Buchi's candidacy since he resigned as finance minister (reportedly to campaign),
was apparently upset, but refused comment. Secretary of the "pre-campaign committee," Cristian
Larroulet, said: "This moment is too serious and solemn to express opinions." In an article published
in an afternoon paper, Joaquin Lavin, member of the Independent Democratic Union political
commission, wrote that he respected Buchi's points of view, "but I do not understand them, nor do I
share them." Sergio Onofre Jarpa, a former senator and interior minister under the military regime,
is now considered to be the most likely candidate in the Dec. 14 elections representing the current
government's positions. He is president of the National Renovation Party (PARENA). (Basic data
from Notimex, 05/15/89)
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